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Dan: 8. 23, 24, 25 A King of fierce Countenance ſhall Rand up, and he 
| ſhall deſlroy wonderfully, and ſhall proſper, and practiſe, and ſhall de(troy 
the mighty, and the holy People; and through his Policy alto, he ſhall 


cauſe Craft to proper in his hand, and he ſhall magnific himſelf in his Heart 
ana by Peace ſhall deſtroy manv. ec. > cart, 


f Kings 20. 42. Thus (aith the LORD, Becauſe thou haſt let go out of thy 
hand, a Man whom | appointed to utter Deſtruction; chetcfore thy Life 
ſhall go. for his Life, and thy People for his People. 

Iſs. 22 12, 13. And in that Day did the LORD GOD of Hoſts call to Weeps 
ing, ud to Mourning, and to Baidneis, and to g ding With Sackloath ; 
And dehold Joy, and Gladveſs, (laying Oxen and killing Sheep, cating 
Fleſh and drinking Wine, ce. 


Act 4. 19. Whether i! be right in the Sight of GOD, to hearken unto you 
more than unto GOD, judge ye. 
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Printed in tac Year 1713. 


Sr. 3 0 AS: 


Nanſwer to your Defire, I ſend you the Reaſons, why I cannot joynr 
in a Thankſgiving for the preſent Peace. 
I have ranked them in three Claſſes, the Grft relates. to what pres 
ceeded the Negotiation: | 
The ſecond to what accompanied them. And: the third to what 
has happened ſince the Treaty was cencluded. 

As to what preceeded the Negotiations, you may remember as well as I. 

1. That theſe, who'cried out moſt againſt the Continuance of the War, 
were the profefſed Jacobites, and ſuch as are known to be Enemies to the. 
Revolution Principles, upon other Accounts, to the Toleration in Exgland, 
and to the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the Church of Scetland. You know ves 
ry well, That theſe Sorts of Men redoubled their Clamours againſt the War, 
when they ſaw the exorbitant Power of the Bloody Houſe of Bourbon in Ha- 
zard of being reduced, by the extraordinary, not to ſay miracalous Succeſs, 
which GOD- was pleaſed to grant to the Confederate Arms 3 while at the 
fame time he afflicted Fance with Famine, and Peſtilential Diſtempers. Thie 
was the State of Affairs, when the French Court agreed to the Preliminaries 
of 1709, which they perfidioufly went off from, as was then declared by our 
Court in Conjunction with the reft of the Confederates. 

2. You remember, no doubt, there were violent Suſpicions then, That the 
French Court had Aſſurances of a Turn from ſome People here, which en- 
couraged them to that Step, and there is little Reaſon,  to.queition the Truth 
of it, if you conſider. 1. The Encogragement, which the Queen and Parlia- 
ment did own, was given from hence to the Pretender's Invaſion. 2, The. 
open Reſort and Familiarity betwixt Count Tallard and the Tories, while ae 
was Priſoner at Nottznghame. And z. the ſecret Conferences betwixt kim 
and — Perſons, that have ſince appeared for theſe Meaſures, without a 
Ditguile. | 

1 As it was not ſafe for the Leaders of the Faction, to appear then, but 
under a Mask: You may remember, That they covered. their Deſign, with 
loud and and repeated Clamours, that the Church.of Eagland, and the Mo. 
narchy were in Danger by the laſt Miniſtry, which obliged both Houſes of 
Parliament, to vigorous Reſolves againſt the Slander, and Her Majeſty to 
iſſue a Proclamation againſt the Slanderers, in Order to bring them to due 
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4. Notwithſtanding this, the Fact on went en, and by their Libels Ser 
mons, &c. poyſoned the People, to ſuch a Degree that they raiſed a Re- 
bellion againſt the QUEEN and Parliament, upon the Occaſion of Sache- 
verel's being brought to Tryal for blackening the Revolution andcaſting 
Odious Colours upon the Inſtruments and Means that were made uſe of, to 
bring it about, we” 
q. You know very well, That the Ferment then raiſed in the Nation, was 
improved to the turning off the late Miniſtry and Parliament, contrary 


to Solemn Promiles, both to the Confederates Abroad and Subjects at Home. 


who had contributed moſt to the carrying on of the War, which had raiſed 
the yy of Her Majeſties Arms to a hight, unknown to the greateſt of Her 
Anceſtors. 2 

6. The Faction having carried their Point againſt the late Miniſtry and 
Parliament, you know how they Libelled the Revolution Principles in their 
Addreſſes, ſet up the Hereditary againſt the Parliamentary Right of the 
Crown, charged thoſe who were for the latter as Men of Antimonarchs- 


cal and Republican Principles, and advanced the Old exploded Notions of. 


Paſſive Obedience and Non-refifFance contrary to the Declaration of Rights, 


and the Acts which ſettle the Proteſt ant Succeſſion: Particularly, That 
which abſolves us from our Allegiance to a King or Queen that is a Papiſt, 


turns Papift, or Marries a Papis#t. 


7. You know when the next Elections came on, what Mobbs and other 


violent indirect Methods, were made uſe of to get Men of Principles Op- 
polite to the Revolution choſen, and how many ſuch were brought in by 
thoſe Practices, in manifeſt Violation of the Fundamental Laws which 
ſecure the freedom of Elections. I am ſure you can't be ignorant, that 
in Scotland, whatever may be ſaid of England, not a few who are known 


Facobites were prevailed upon, in order to ſerve a Turn, to take the Oath 


of Abjuration, &c. That they might be qualified to fit in Parliament, 
g. The Faction having got the Houſes thus modelled, you know the uſe 
they made of it was, to get the late Miniſtry accuſed and cenſured for ha- 
ving miſmanaged the War, and „ in Spain; without regarding 
any Defences or Petitions, that were offered by the Earl of Galloway and others 
concerned, but relying on their Majority, carried every thing they had a mind to, 
by putting the Queſtion: And yet not thinking themſelves ſecure; you know, 
that by creating 12 Peers at atime contrary te the Fundamental conſtitution 
of Parliament, beſides ſingle ones which they made before and after, they 


became aſſured of a Majority in the Houſe of Lords. And you may remember 
very well, that upon every Vacancy which happened by the Death of a Scors 


Peer, they took care to have Jacobites or others that were their Tools 
choſen, or rather e. by the Government in the Room of the Deceaſed. 
So much as to what preceeded the Negotiations of Peace ; But I muſt beg 

| your 
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our Pardon for omitting ſome things, and anticipating others in point of 
Time, becauſe. they fell naturally in with my Subject. 

Then, As to the 2d Claſs of what accompanied the Negotiations, I deſire 
you to obſerve, 

1. That notwithſtanding the pretended zeal of the Party to carry on the 
War in Spain with more Vigour then formerly, there was nothing effectually 
done for that end; but on the contrary, a very great Man who was ſent 
thither on that Pretence, and whoſe courage and conduct no Man will queſti + 
on, was far from being Supported, as he ought to have been : Tou know alſo 
that as ſoon as King Charles was choſen Emperor, there was ſuch a vifible 
turn in the publick Meaſures for reſtoring the Span; Monarchy and the Weſt 
Indies to the Houſe of Auſtria, that we ſpeedily heard of private Negotiati- 
ons carried on betwixt our Court and France, without the Knowledge or 
Conſent of the other Confederates, contrary to the very Letter of the ſecond 
Grand Alliance and Poſterior Treaties, 

2. You can't have forgot, That when the Emperor's able Minifter the 
Count de Gallas had diſcovered thoſe private Tranſactions, he was publickly 
diſgraced by our Court; and the Preliminaries agreed on betwixt them and 
France, were at the ſame time publiſhed, to the no ſmall Amazement of the 
Nation, and the whole Confederacy. | 

3. It is well enough known, notwithſtanding theſe manifeſt Signs of an 
extraordinary Endearment betwixt eurMiniſters & France; they did not think 
fit as yet publickly to own the Deſign of abandoning Spain and the Veſt Indies 
to the Houſe of Bourbon, contrary to the publick Faith of Treaties; fo that her 
Majeſty was pleaſed to declare in Parliament, That ſhe wondered how any Bod 
could ſuſpect, that ſhe would not do her ut moſt to have Spain and the Welt 
Indies reſtered to the Houſe of Auſtria. 

4. When the Managers found things grow riper for their Purpoſe, then 
they preſſed for a Congreſs with the French at Utrecht, which very much 
diſguſted the whole Confederacy, who proteſſed againſt it. 

5- You may remember the Dutch, in particular being earneſtly preſſed 
to it, both by Threats and Promiſes in a very pathetick manner repreſent 
the Danger of it to Her Majeſty : But our Managers being Deaf to all 
Repreſentations of that Nature, it had no Effect. | 

6. The next Step they took was by invective and ill grounded 
Libels to poſſeſs the Nation and Parliament with an Opinion, that the 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, if poſſeſſed of the Empire and Span; Mon- 
archy would become more exorbitant and dangerous than that of Bourbon. 

7. You muſt needs allo remember, That when the Elector of Hannover 
did as a Prince of the Empire, and as a Preſumptive Heir by Parliamentary 
Entail to the Crown of Great Britain, give in a ſtrong, but modeſt Memorial, 
deſiring that the Empexor and others of the Confederates might be heard as to 


what 
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what they Had to ſay, againft the 2 propoſed, the faid Memorial was 
not only diſregarded, but his Miaiſter affronted, and his Succeilion openly- 
written againſt, by the Author of the Conduct of the Allies, fc, | 
8. The Dutch continuing firm to the other Contederates in the Main, tho 
they had agreed to a Congrels contrary to the mind of the Emperor and Em- 
ire, you know what a elamour was raiſed againſt them as having, been des 
fetive in their Quotas; for Men, Money and Ships; and enlarging their 
Conqueſts at our Expence, to the manifeſt danger of oar Safety a rade: 
in both which relpects, they were given out to be more formidable Enemies 
than the Frenchiand you know well enongh, what Reflections were caſt upon 
them, in point of Religion and Politicks,- as being irreconcilable Enemies te 
the Church of Exgland and Monarchy. 
9. What Influence theſe Calumnies had in the Houſe of Commong; where 
the Dutch were found guilty of the Deficiencies, &c. charged upon them, 
without a hearing: And that when they gave in a Memorial in their own 
Vindication,it was not only diſregarded by the Managers; but cenſured by the 
Commons, and the Printer of it impriſoned, by their Order. 

10. The other Ales fall under the like Charge of Deficiency, &c. and 
were as virulently perſecuted by Libels, as if the Ferch Court: had been ab- 
ſolute Maſters of the Egli Preſs. | | 

11. You may likewiſe remember, That the Treaty of Barrier, and Succeſ- 
ſion concluded by her Majeſty's Command, betwixt us and the Dutch wis 
arraigned, together with the Miniſters, who tranſacted it, and highly cen- 
ſured, as injurious to the Honour, Safety and Trade of Exzgland. You 
know likewiſe, how the Dutch were managed by Threats andPromiles to came 
to a new Treaty on theſe heads, but whether the latter be better then the former 
with reſpect to the Succe ſſiun, you may judge for your felt by comparin 
them together; and'l doubt not but you remember very well from the publick 
Accounts of that matter, what difficulties the States met with, in getting ſome 
Ambiguities removed, which ſcemed to bear hard upon the Succeſſion. 

12. It is but too welb known, that the Duke of Marlboreugh's wonderfull 
fuccel(s againſt France, made him the great Eye fore of the French Court, and 
of our Britiſh Tories and Jacobites, and that the Succeſs of his laſt Glorious 
Campaign, tho' he was encompaſſed with difficulties, that. ſeem'd to be in- 
ſuperable did ſo ſtun the French and their Friends, that his diſgrace and ruine 
was laboured with the outmoſt Induſtrie. . 

13. You may remember, that in order to effect it, he was publikly libelled, 
as having continued the War with no other View, but to aggrandize himſelf 
and his Friends, with a De ſign to uſurp the Throne, or to make himſelf the 
Head of a Republick , as Oliver had formerly done. But theſe Accuſations | 
againſt him were ſo incohcrent and contradiftorie, and his Graces conduct 


X. | | 

'had'been fo frequently approved by her Majeſtie, het Partiaments, and ber 
Confederates; that the Cn would not take, os 
14. This od the Faction to have recoutſe to another Engine; which 
was to charge the Duke and his Friends of the late Miniſtry, with having 

plundered the Nation . of 35 Millions, and that his Grace in 2 had 
applied a vaſt Sum of the publick Money to his own private uſe, and robb'd 
the Army of their Bread and Pay &c. But you know, there was no rea! ground 
for all this noiſe and clamour, againſt his Grace and the reſt of the late Miniſt- 
ry. And therefore you are not to wonder, that no Anſwer has been returned 
to the reſpeive Vindications, on that head: And that as no proſecution was 
ever begun againſt the reſt of the late Miniſtry, for theſe pretended embazle- 
ments: That againſt the Duke, whoſe chief crime was, that he employed the 


ſecret Service Money, as well as the Armic ke. commanded too effectually 5 


againſt France, is now drop'd. | 

15. The Faction however gained thus much by it, that the Duke was dif- 
graced and turned out of his Command, wherein he was ſucceeded by ano- 
ther, from whom we were promiſed wonderful Atchievements; but that 
2 _ thing was ever deſigned, the Event it ſelf does more than ſufficiently 
4 ec re. . 

16, It is too recent to be forgot, That the Duteh and our other Confede- 
rates had repeated Aſſurances from the Court, and from the new General, 
that the War ſhould be carried on with Vigour againſt Fance, it Lewis the 
14th did not ſubmit to ſuch a Peace, as might. atiste them, according to their 
juſt Pretenſions and Treaties ; but how well that was performed, let the 
ſubſequent Declarations of our Miniſters at the Treaty, and the Conduct of 

war General, when he abandoned the Allies in the Midſt of the Enemy's Gar- 
22 by vrhich they were expoſed to the fatal Misfortune at Denain, te- 
Rine. 

17. L ſuppoſe. you can't have forgot tke 2 Proteſtations in the Houſe of Lords 

upon the abovementioned conduct of our Plenipotentiaries and General, and 
in what lively Expre ſſions the proteſting Lords ſet forth the miſchievoas 
-conſequences of a ſeparate Peace, and of the ether Meaſures that hate 
-fince happened. 

18, 1 am ſure you cannot have forgot, with what ſtrong Aſſeverations, a ſo- 
.parate Negotiation was then denied, and by what hard Names, ſuch as Villau- 
ous, Knaviſh&c. A ſeparate Peace was then called by a very great Man, 
w bo nevertheleſs has not been able to bring about any other. 

19. I need not recount to you the particulars of the conduct of our Migj- 
ers at the Treaty ſince the Fatal Action at Denain, how all our Confederates 


Rave been Bullied, and their Auxiliarie Troops treated as Mutineers, . becauſe. 


they: would not follow the orders of our General, contrary to the commands of 
heir owa reſpeRive Priaces and the Letter of Treaty. A 


20. You muſt needs remember, That our Allies in General 'complain'd of 
the conduct of our Pleniporentiaries, as being more like Miniſters of France 
than thoſe of Great Britain, . | EO.” 

21. Nor is it requiſite to put you in mind, how the Inſolence of the French 
came to ſuch a hight by the concurrence of our Managers, that they. Inſult» 
ed the Dutch in their own Country, and made them ' Ditgrace the brave 
Count de Rechteren one of their chief Plenipotentiaries by way of amende Ho- 
nourable, to ſaucy French Lacquies who were chaſtiſed by his Footmen, becauſe 
they inſulted him and another of the Datch Plenipotentiaries upon the defeat 
at Denain. ws 

22. In ſhort, That by Bribes and Threatsthe Dutch have been forced to 
join againſt their intereſt and inclination, if we may beiieve the laſt Peti- 
tion of their Council of State, Cc. in a ſeparate Peace with France, if we 
may be allowed to call that a ſeparate Peace, which is excluiive of ſo great 
and ſo Honourable a part of our Allies, as the Emperor and the Empire. 
.You know very well, that France inftead of the reajonabie Demands to which 
they were juſtly entituled by Treaties grew more upon them every Day, which 
has reduced them to the Melancholy N<c«flity of maintaining a War alone 
againſt the united Power of Fance and Spain, ſupported by the Treatures 
of the Weſt Inaies; and by the Favour of our Managers, who inſtead of 

iving them that Aſſiſtance which was due to them by Treaty, ſcized and 
Garrifoned the Emperor's Towns of Ghent and Bruges in the Netherlands, 
which was an effectual Curb in the Jaws of the Dutch, aud with the 
other Steps of our Conduct above mentioned, brought them uncer a Ne- 
ceſſity of complying with our Demands, or of being in all Humane ap- 
pearance, unavoidably ruined. | | 

23. I know you are too much concerned about the Proteſtant Religion, to 


forget how the Intereſt of the once Famous Proteſtant Church of France 


has been ſcandalouſly neglected, and the Right of the Zr: Crown to 
be Guarantee of the Edict of Nantes, has been difhonourably given up in 
the preſent Treaty: Inſtead of which, thoſe Glorious Confeflors are put off 
with a faint Requeſt by us, and the reſt of the Proteſtant Princes and 
States, that ſuch of them as are Confined to Gallies, ind other Priſons may 
be ſet at Liberty: Whereas GOD had put it in the Power of Her Maje(- 
ty and the reit of the Proteſtant Confederates, to have commanded the Re- 
eſtabliſhment of the Edi& of Nantes: By which the French Proteſtants 
would have been ſet upon an equal foot of Civil and Religious Liberty with 
the French Papiſts, had they not been ingloriouſly delerted. | 
24. This Neglect is ſo much the more Hainous, 1. Becauſe the 
Guarantee of that Edict was exprefly Stipulated betwixt the Crown of 
Fance, ard King Charles the 1, to whoſe Memory as a Martyr for the 
Church of England, our preſent Miniitry pretend to pay fo much Reſpect. 
2 Ge; 


2. Becaule King William of Glorious Memory did poſitively affert his Right 
to be Guarantee of that Edict at the Treaty of Reſwick, tho' his Circum- 
ſtances and particularly the Stubbornneſs of the preſent Governing Faction 
rendred him unable to carry on the War, and by conſequence to make 
good his Claim. : 

25. But we are not to wonder at the Conduct of the Faction towards 
Proteſtants Abroad, ſince they make it their Buſineſs to bear down the 

reateſt and the Sincereſt part of the Proteſtants at Home. This cannot 
2 doubted, if we conſider, 1. How they rail upon, and vilific even ſuch 
of the High Church of Ergland Party, who are known to be againſt the 
Pretender, and Oppofe their preſent Meaſures for Aggrandizing Fance, at 
the Expence of the Liberties of Europe, and of the Prorteitant Religion, 
2. If we conſider how they ran down, and oppreſs, and turn out of all 
Civil and Military Poſts thole of the Church of England, who are called 
Low Church Men, becauſe they are againſt Tvrrany in the State, apainft 
Perkcution in Church, and tor Toleration to Diſſenters, 3. If we conſider 
the Conduct of the Faction with reſpeR to the Diſſenters in England and 
Freland, whom by their Sacramental Teft, &c. They have deprived of their 
Birth Right as Native Subjects, and made them uncapable of Civil or Mili. 
tary Polts, contrary not only to the Rules of Chriſtianity, but to the 
Fundamental Laws of England, where nothing can deprive a Man of his 
Birth-right, or make him uncapable to ſerve his Countrey in a pablick 
Poſt, bur what attaints his Blood, or poyſons him with the Prineiples of 
Popery, Which are unſafe for a Proteſtant Government, and indeed for all 
Humane Society. 4. If we conſider the Conduct of the Faction with Re- 
ſpect to the Churcn of Scotland, which, tho' ſecured by the particular 
Laws of this Nation, confirmed in the Treaty of Union, they have contrary 
to that Treaty, and repeated Promiſes of their cnief Leider, attacked, by 
the Loletation and Patronage Acts, and forced the Scots Troops in Enpland 
and Jrelend to conform to the Church of England, or otherwiſe turned 
out and opprefled them, of which the late Ca ſuiering of our beſt Regimeuts 
under Whigg Commanders, is a ſpeaking inſtance, not to be con rIdicted. 

This is more than enough for the things that accompanied the Nego- 
tiations of Peace: But there are one or two things more, which I cannot 
omit. The firſt is, what relates to the Succeſſion, as Eſtabliſhed by the 
Laws of Great Britain in the Proteſtant Line of Hannover: | have al- 
ready taken notice, how the Treaty betwixt us and the Dutch, tor the 
Guarantee of that Succeſſion was arraigned by the Author of the Conduct 
of the Allies, the oracle of the preſent Managers, who expreſſy aſſerted 
again and again, that it might be neceſſary to ſet afide that Succeſſion, and 
therefore he obſected againſt. the Treaty, as putting it out of dur power 
without conſent of the Dutch: * further to oblerved, that by the nne 


New 
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New Treaty, the Dutch are 8 to {end their Ships zd Troops -t6 
maintain the (aid. Succeffion, except they be called for by England, which 
leaves a Dangerous Gap that was not in the firſt Treaty, fince it is not im- 
poſſible that the Pretender may get Poſſeſſion by force or by fraud, and in 


that caſe,the Dytch Quota's can not be demanded by Authority from Eng- 
land. This leads mg naturally to obſerve theſe words in the 4th Article of 
the preſent Treaty 'of Peace, as we have them in the abſrratt of the ſaid 
Treaty Printed by Mid winter. viz. That for Cutting ﬀ all Occafions of 
DiStruft, wich might at any time ariſe from the EStabliſhed Right and 
Order of the Hereditary Succeſſion to the Gon of Great Britain, &c. 

It is certain, That the words Hereditary Succeſſion are not in the Laws 
Which ſettle the Entail of the Crown of Great Hritain, ſince the Revolution; 
therereſore conſidering the common Senſe in which thoſe words are under- 
ſtood by our Torres and Jacobites, in their late Addreſſes, that were pointed 
expreſly againſt the Revolution ſettlement; which preferred King William to 


Her preſent Majeſty, ating Her being nearer in Blood. The very 


uſing of theſe Words, | ſay,looks as if there were Room left for ſuch another 
Caicane and Knaviſh Diſtinction betwixt the Letter and the Spirit of that 
Treaty, as the Frcuch male uſe of, toelude the Treaty of Partition, Tt 
Ggnifucs little to object, that the Limitation of our Crown by the Laws of 
Great Britain to the Proteſtant Line of Hannover, is owned in the ſame 
Article; and the French King there obliges Himſelf, His Heirs and Succeſſors 

never to own any other tobe King or Queen of Great Britain, but accordihg 
to the ſaid Limitation ; for we know very well, that our Jacobites who are the 
French King's beſt Friends deny any thing to be Laws of Great Britain that 
has been enacted ſince the Reyo!luti n. It had therefore deen an Argument 
of greater ſincerity both in their French King and in our Managers, bad he 
in Expreſs Terms diſowned any Title, Right or Claim in the Pretender to the 
Crowns of Great Britain and Ireland. This he was the more obliged to do,be. 
cauſe be not only gave him theſe Titles himſelf, but induced his Grandſon the 
Riley of Spain to do the like, which isAfligned as one of the principal cauſes of 
Her Majeſty's making War upon Hanse and Spain as appears by her Declaration. 
Beſides it's very well known, That the Fench King ſolemnly promiſed to the 


late King James on his Death Bed, that he would maintain his Son's Title, and 
tha whole Royal Family of H anc, declared the like in Ceuncil, which 


as we find by the Memoir's of the Chevalier de St. George, has been ſince 
ratified by the Pope. Therefore it had been but juſt, that the French King, 


the King of Spain and all the Family of Bourbon ſhould have expreſly renoun- 


ced the Pretender's claim, and all tae open or ſecret promiſes they have made 


to abate it, for there may be a ſecret and revealed will in France, as elſe 


where; againſt which we ought to be ſecured, as well as againſt all mental 
Reſervations and Papal Diſpenſations, which allow Papiſts to hreak Faith 
5 | With 
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with theſe they call Hereticks, cco ding to the Determination of the Council of 
Conftance in the cale ef Jobn Hus and Jerome of Prague. RES 

But we are not to woudzr at the netzlect ct our Managers in this matter, 
fince by their Influence a negative paſſed in the Houſe of Commons upon a 
propolal made by Mr. Ham den; that all the Confederates ſhould be invited 
to be Guarantees of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hannover; 
which Negative wis lo much the more Remarkable, becauſe Her Majeſty 
kad promiſed in Het Specch that all the Confederates ſhould be in vit ed to be 
SGuarrantees of the preſent Treaty. , 1 

It is alſo obſervable, That in the fifth Article of the preſent Peace, the 
Words are, That the m, Chritt ian King, and his Heirs, &c. will never difturb 
the Queen of Great Biitain, Her Heirs and Succeſſors deſcended from the fore- 
faid Protcftant Line, whe poſſeſs the Crown of Great Britain, This is ſolyable 
to a Chicane,ſiuce none of ino Heirs ard Succe ſſors do now gſſeſs the Crown 
of Great" Britain, that one would wonder how our Manage could paſs it, 
without ſome ſuch Amendement as this; 4 50 ſhall, or ought to poſſeſs the Crown 
of GreatBritain,and Dominions thereunto belonging according tothe [everal Att; 
of Partiament malle in the Riign of hes late MAajeſty Kirg William, and of her 
prefent Majeity Queen Anne, for ſettling the Succeſſion to the Crown in the 
Proteft ant Line of the touſe of Aanover, The latter patt of the laid fiſth Ar- 
ticle is ye! more defettive, lor it is there ſa'd, Neither will the fereſaid muſt 
Chriſtian King aid by Land or Sea, other Perſons, who ho hereafter endeu- 
vour to cppoje the ſaid ſucciſſi n either by pen War, or by fomenting Sedit ion, 
and forming Cunſpiracies agaisHt ſuch Prince, or Princes, who are in Poſſ- {ſion 
of the Throne of Great Britain. tizre, there is no Odligstion, that the French: 
King's Heirs and Succeſſors ſhall not give Aid by Sea or Land, to ſuch as en- 
deavour to op>ole the nid Succeifion, Which inuſt be owned to be an Omiſ— 
ſion of very dangerous Conſequence, | | 
Belides, we don't hearof any Articles, with the ElXfor of Bavaria, to pre- 
vent his aſliſting the Pretender, which he may eaſily do, if he continue Maſter 
of that patt of the Netherlands, which is aſlig e him by the Tr catie, till the 
Empcrour give him the ſatisfaction, which I arcs Demands: For as the 
Empercr is not like to grant it, unleſs he be forced by extream necelli:y; there 
is no proviſion made by any thing that appears, in the abſttact of the Ar ticlas. 
That the French King ſhall not afliſt the Elector with Troops, or that the 
Electer ſhall net make Ule of thoſe Tronps to alliſt the Pretender by Way of 
| Reprilal upon the Elector of Hanover, who by the Conſtitution of the Empire 
as well as by his ow Intereſt, is obliged to joyn ia the War agaiuit Fance, 
and the Elector of Bavaria ; ; et 

Bu. allowing the fourth and fifth Articles ob the laid Treaty betwixt us 
and France, ;<lating to the Succe ſſion, to be good in Form; we have no ther 
Seculliy for their Performance, tuan the French Kings Weid, and wow ile 
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that is ts betelyed on, is but tos 44 from his Breach of all the Trei-- 


d 


ties, that ever he made. To inftance but in one, he gave a much ſtronger an 


more ſolemn Aſſurance, by the Treaty of the Pyrenees, That he would neither 
 direltly nor indireftly give the leaFt Aſſiftance ts the Portugueſe in their War 
_ «gainft Spain: Yet at the very ſame Time he ſwore to that Treaty on the Altar, 


he deſigned to break it, and net only aſſiſted the Portugueſe under Hand; 


but entred into a 3 Treaty with them againſt Spain, which was after- 


wards mage publick to the World Beſides, we hear of no Manner of 5ecu- 


rity, That King Philip of Spain and bis Heirs, or Succeſſors ſhall not aſſiſt the 


Pretender; nor yet of any from the Duke of Savoy, and his Hzirs and Suc- 


ceſſors, which one would wonder ſhould not have been demanded ; ſinc: e- 


very one knows, That a Proteſt was offered in the Houſe of Lords, in Name 
of the ſaid Duke, againſt the Settlement of the Hanouer Succeſſion, and the 


paſſing by of bis Family, All theſe Princes are ſo much op. to our Court, 
at certainly they 
could never with any tolerable Grace have refuſed, what Security we ſhould: 


for taking Cor: of their Intereſts in the preſent Treaty; t 


have demand:d of them in that Reſpect, which very much aggrav4tes the 
Neglect of doing it, and ſo much the more, that the Houſe of Sa vey is next 


in Blood, as they believe, to the Pretender, and th-refore are very kelly to 
aſſiſt him ig his claim, becauſe it paves the wav for their own; and Bn 


in we are not to doubt, that both the Branches of the Houſe of Hou bon will 


lend the Savoyard, their aſſiſtance, for the ſake of their own Poſtcrity by the 
Dukes two Daughters, who are next in claim after their Brother the Prince 


of Piedmont,and his Heirs, 

From all this, I think there is Reaſon to conclude, that our Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion is far from being ſecured by this Treaty, and that ſince the Propoſal 
that all the Confederates ſhould be Guarantees for it, was rejected in the 
Houſe of Commons. It is too ſtrong a Preſumption, that thoſe by whoſe in- 
fluence, that negative was carried, never deſigned that the Hannover Suc- 
ac ſſion ſhould be effectually ſecured. 


The fecurity given by the 4th Article, That the moſt Chriſtian King and 


his Heirs and Succeſſors will take care, that the Pretender ſhall never return 


into the Kingdom of France or the Dominions thereof, is much too ſhort of what 


the importance of the matter requires, and can ſcarce be ſaid to be fulfilled by 
the Pretender's retiring to Bar: le- Duc; ſince every one knows, that the 
French King looks upon the Duke of Lorraix in whoſe country that is, to be 
his Vaſſal, and made him do Homage accordingly, It is alſo but too well 
known, that the Paſſage which the French King has reſerved to himſelf, for his 
Armies to march through Lorrain, gives him an opportunity to make himſelg 
Maſter of that whole Country when he pleaſes, as he has formely done; fo 
that all this being conſidered, and that Bar le due. is fo near the Frontiers, 


Frances the Pretender is as really under his ProteRionas when at St. bm 


and 
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and by the care the French King bas taken to obtain a ſafe conduct for him 
from the Emperor; it is but too plain, that he deſigns to reſerve him for 
ſome important occaſion. The ſoftneſs of the Expre ſſions made uſe of, in Re. 
lation to the Pretender in the ſaid Article, is alſo remarkable; and particulars 
ly, that he is ſaid to be lately gone of his own accord, out of the Kingdom of France 
to refide in ſome other Place, Why all this tenderneſs to one who ſands at- 
tainted as an Impoſtour and 7 by the Laws of Great Britain? There are 
thoſe, who remember the time when bis pretended Uncle and Father were 
commanded to depart the Dominions of Fance by Remis the 14th at the in- 
tance of the Uiurper Oliver, whereas this Foundling muſt have the comple- 
ment payed him, that he retired of his own accord to ſome other place, as if 
the Ferch King was loath to dileharge him his Dominions, or knew not 
whether he is — Tho every every one knows, that be both appointed 
his place of Reſidence, andallows bim a maintainarce more fit for a Prince 
then an [mpoſtogr,but whether it be of his own Money or of ours, may come 
to appear hereafter,when the real Plunderers of the Nation ſhall be called to ag 
Account, In the mean time, if we conſider the Pretender's late Letter to the 
French Kiug, and his Proteſt againſt the Treaty before he left Fance; it may 
| be laid without ſtraining the point, that he was treated much too ſoſtly, and 
that thoſe who drew up, or conſented to the ſaid Articles, have not exceeded in 
their cate for Her Majeſty's Honour and Safety, or for the Security of the 
Proteſtant Succe ſſion. | 

The ſecond thing to be taken notice of. and then I ſhall quite this Head, 
is the 6th Article of the Treaty, Which owns; That the Security and Li- 
berties of Europe could by no means bear the Union of the Kingdoms of 
France and Spain under one and the ſame King. 

To me it appears, That this Conceſſion implyes a great deal more, than 
the Framers of the Treaty would have it be thought to do. We temem- 
ber very well, when our Ccurt as well as the reſt of the Confederates. 
did expreſly declare it to be their Sentiments, that the Duke cf Anjou's 

poſſe ſlion of the Crown of Spain was the ſame thing, as if it were poſſeſſed 
by Lewis the 14th, &c. We don't yet lee any Reaſon, why they ſhould _ 
have changed their Opinion : For it is evident even from the Treaty it 
ſelf, and the whole Management of it, That Lewis the 14th, does as real- 
ly Govern Sparn as he Governs France. There is nothing to be Objected 
againſt the like Dependency of the Crown of Spain on that of France for 
time to come; but the Renunciations, to which we may eaſily reply, That | 
the World is ſufficiently appriſed of the little Streſs there is to be laid on | 
Frerch Renurciatiors. Lewis the 14th. himſelf in his large Manifeſto 
| when he firſt invaded the Netherlands, condemned his own and his Queen's ö 
; Rerunciations of Spain and its Dominions, to be contrary to the Laws of | 
? GOD, Nature and Natiens: And particularly to thoſe of France, which ; 
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he alledged,made thoſe Renunciations void in themſelves, it was upon this 
Principlè that he then invaded the Netherlands, as he has frice done the 
whole Spaniſh Monarchy, Then let his Advocates give us a Reaſon, if 
they can, Why the preſent Renunciations ſhould be more valid. or better ' 
kept than the former. The Count de St. Lack the Feuch King's Ames 
bafſador to the Swiſs Cantons, teld them in his Specch about two years ago, 
That Princes are no longer obliged by their Treaties, than they find their Cn- 
veniency in them. This is the Spirit which has always made War upon the 
Letter of the Bench Treatits, and why the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould not 
be Semper Eadem as well as any other in Bieach-of Treatics, let them who! 
are able, give us a Reaſon. 
But allowing for Arguments ſake, that theſe laſt Renunciations ſhall be 
inviolably kept, and that neither of the Branches of the Houle of Bourbon 
ſhall lay claim to the Throne of the other, but ſhill act contrary to their 
Principle and intereſt, by a Religious Obſervance of the Letter of the Treaty,” 
It is evident notwithſtanding , that the Spaniſh Branch muſt conſtantly 
depend on that of France, tor Prot: ion againſt the Claimants of the Houſe 
of Autria, which will always give the King of France ſuch an aſcendant \ 
over the King of Spain, as a Soveraign has over his Veſſal, and the Branch | 
of France will be ſure to keep fuch. Pledges in their own Hand, as may ſe- 
cure the Dependericy of the Span Branch upon them, till Frarce be reim- 
buried her Charges for (citing that Branch on the Throne of Spain, which 
is not like to be done in this, or the next Century, So that all theſe things 
being conſidered, I think it vety demonſtrable, that the Kingdoms of F ance” 
and Spain are not fo much diſunited by this Treaty, as to provide for 
the Security and Liberties of Ewur:pe, But that on the contrary, there is 
luch an Union Eitabliſhed betwixt them, as the ſaid Security and Liberties _ 
can by no means bear, f 
come now to the third Claſs of Reaſons, wh'ch ariſe from what has hap- | 
pened ſince the Treaty was Concluded, wherein I muſt beg leave to make [ 
lome Objervations from things that preceeded. it, 
1. Its undenyabte, that the Emperour and Empire have refuſed to come 1 
into the Treaty, becauſe of the Hardſhips put upon them, by the French, | 
2, It is as evident, that the Emperour & the Empire complain cf their be. | 
ing deſerted by their Allies, contrary to the expreſs Artictes of the ſecond: i 
Grand Alliance, and of the Treaties ſince concluded with Savey and Port u- | 
© gal, by which we in particular were obliged to continue the War till \ 
Spain and the Weſt Jnazes ſhould be retired to the Houle of Auftria, ac- L 
curding to the Articles of the ſaid Treaties, ON | . 
3. It is evident, that the Houle of 4»377j4 © prove this from the 
Treaties themſelves, which wee entered into aud ap: by ccuſent of cf 
| veral 
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. #eral Parliaments, 15 appears by the hid Treaties, ard the repeated Ad- 


dreſſes of both Houſes : To which they add, that theſe Tr catics were con- 
Armed again and agein by Her Majeſſ ies repeated Promiſes from theT:irone,as 
,well as by word of Mouth, Letters and other Aſſutances to the Emperor 
and his Miniſters, x | 3 
4. They urge, that our Government and the other Confederates were 
not under the leaſt neceſſity of going back from thoſe Treaties and pro- 
miſes, ſince GOD had ſo bleſſed their Arms, that they had all Humane 
Reaſon to expect, that France muſt have complyed with the Terms, which 
the Allies had Stipulated to obtain for the Houſe of Auſtria and the Empire. 
F. It can't be denyed, That by the unfaithfulneſs of our Managers, the 
Emperor and the Empire are reduced to the fatal neceſſity of maintaini 
the War al»ne againſt Fance and Spain. And iſ they ſhould fall under 
the weight of it, as in all probability they muſt; conſidering that France 
alone not only without, but contrary to Spain, did maintain a War ſo long 
againſt all the Confederate Powers; the Ballance of Europe, which by this 
Treaty is alledged to be preſerved will infallibly be deſtroyed, and all 
Chriſtendom muſt ſubmit to the Yoak of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
Tias is enough, in general, to ſhew the bad conſequences of this Treaty, 
Which will (till appear in a clearer light by the following Particulars, © 
1. That the Proteſtant Intereſt in the Empire is in gteat Hazard of being 
deſtroyed by it; for the Princes and Countries of our Communion on the 
Rhine, and in the Circle of Swabia, &c. lye next to the Danger of being in- 
vaded by France, as they have already ſuffered moſt by her Arms. i 
2. If once they come to be ſubdued, the Proteſtant Dominions of the Fa- 
milies of Heſs, Brandenburgb, Saxony and Brunſwick, which make the 
Strength of the Pruteſtant Intereſt in Germany, are like to be the next Obs 
jects of French Fury and Rage, animated by the Bigotry cfthe Houſe of Baur- 
bon, who are the ſworn Enemies of the Proteſtant Religion; and have long 
been engaged in a Deſign, to root out what they call the Northern Herefie. 
No Body can doubt of this, who has read the Blaſphemous Panegyricks of 
the French Clergy to Lewis the 14th. whoſe former Succeſſes, they aferibed 
to his Zeal againſt the Reformation ;, and there is no doubt, but they will 
now aſcribe the Retrival of his Aﬀairs, which they themſelves thought 


deſperate, to the ſame Cauſe, 


3. We ſhall ſtill ſce more Reaſon, to be diſſatisfied with the preſent Peace, 
when we conſider the Danger, to which the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, 
which under GOD, may juſtly be accounted. the plight Anckor of our Hopes, 
is thereby expoled, | | A 46 

It is evident, that the-Eleftor muſt ſhare of the ſame Fate with the Empe 


ror and Empire He is by Duty, as well as Intereſt obliged to concur with 
them in the preſent War; ſo that he cannot draw back, his Circumſtances 


. 


parated from thoſe of our Allies. Is it not evident, 
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are made ſuch, by the Entail of the Crowns of Great Britain upon his Family, 
that he is thereby become the principal Objett of tho Hatred of the Courts of 
Fance and St. Ger mains, and of all their Adherents in the Britich Dominions, 
They have given ſufficient Demonſtration of their implacable Malice again 
them; not only by the Meaſures abovementioned, which tend to ſet aß 
his Succeſſion, but by bringing the Swedes into the Empire, and within an 
Ace o invading his Hereditary Dominions, had not the Divine Provi- 
dence, by infatuating Count Steinbeck warded off the Blow. We are not to 


doubt but the French Court, and their #rit;@ Faction, will purſue their 


Malice againſt the Elector to the utmoſt, for the following Reaſons. The 
French, becauſe they know, that if ever he come to the Throne of Great 
Britain, he will be more capable, than any of our Sovereigns have ever yet 


deen, of holding the Baſlance of Europe in his Hinds, and by Conſequence, of 


baffling the Deſigns of France, to obtain the Univerſal Monarchy. Their 
Bririfþ Faction, becauſe if once the Elector aſcend our Throne. they muſt bid 


Adieu for ever to all their Hopes about the Pretender, for whom they have 


done enough to forfeit their Lives, and Eſtates to the Juſtice of our lass. 
Is it not then a melancholy conſideration, that by the Treachery of our 
Managers, a Family upon whom the Liberties of Eur-pe, and the Safety of 


the Proteſtant Intereſt does chiefly depend under GOD, ſhould be thus 


expoſed to almoſt unavoidable ruine. | . 
4. It is likewiſe proper to obſerve in this Place, that by the 25:4 Article,, 


as Exhibited in the abſtract, the King of Sweden with his Kingloms, Do- 


minions, Provinees and Rights are in the beſt manner included in the pre - 
ſeat Treaty. What Reaſon can there be aſſigned for this Article? but 
the Attachment of that Prince to the intereſt of France, and the Direrſion 

ich he has already given, or may ſtil! be 14 capable of giving to 
the Confederate Arms. Every one knows that he had the Billance of Eu. 
rope once in his Hands : And if he had joined the Confederates, when he 


came into Germany with his Triumphant Army, he might have put an end 


to the War, and ſecured his own Pretenſions, in a much more compendi- 


. ous as well. as effectual manner, than now he can hope for. 


What elf: can we underſtand by this Article, .but that it is big with a 
new War, wherein Great Britain muſt concur with Frence, if that Prince 
be not ſatisfied as to all the Rights, Dominians and Provinces, which his En- 
thuſiaſtical fancie may induce him to claim from the Emperor and Empire. 


If this be not the caſe, why is he iaclule1 in ſuch a diſtinguiſhing manner in, 


the preſent Treaty, when the King of Denmark is left out. Is not that 
Prince as much a Proteftant, and as nearly Allied to the Crown of Great 
Britain as the King of Sweden, or has he appeared leſs firm to the common in- 
tereſts of Europe. 5 
5. But to leave Forreign Affairs, and to return to our ewn, if they can be ſe⸗ 


1. That 


- 
. - 1 
5 wn 1 1 
$7” as 2 


1 
I. That the new governing FaRtion who did by Mobbs and Tumults, &c. 


feiſe the Adminiftration, pack a Parliament to their purpoſe, and have ſince 


impoſed upon Her Majefty, do by this Treaty think to ſecure themſelves of 
a power by the aſſiſtance of the Houle of Bourbon, to compleat the ruine which 
they have already begun of all that is dear to us, as Men and Chriftians. 
Can we in Scotland doubt of this, when we ſee our Highland Popiſh Clans, 
Liſted in theſe Mens pay, that moſt of the ſmall remainder of power that was 


left in vur Country by the Union is put into the hands of Facebites, and that 
Oatus are impoſed upon our Church, on purpoſe to perplex and divide us: 


Su re this can't be deny'd, ſince we all know, that they were acquainted with 
the Scruples that many ofour Minifters had againſt the Exgliſh Acts referred 
to, in that Oath ; and yet they would nat admit of the leaſt Explanation ſor 
the Removal of the (aid Scruples. 

2. Is it not plain, That under their Influence and by their Direction, our 
Fundamental Liberties and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, which was ſettled te 
preſerve them, have been, and are every day attacked by Addreſſes, Lybels, 
Sermons, &c. Is it not demonſtrable, that the Grofleſt Doctrines of Ty- 
ranny and Pope ry, ſuch as Indefeahble andHeredirary Right, & It reſtibility of 
Princes, with the neceſſity of a conſtant Succe ſſion of Dioceſan Biſhops, of 
all Eccleſiaſtſtal Adminiſtrations by Prieſts, Epjicopally Ordain'd, of Auricu- 
lar Confeſſion to them, Abſolution from them, and of Propitiatory Sacrifices 
offered up by them, inſtead of the L OKU's Supper; have invaded the Pulpits 
of the Church of England, and bid Defiance © the Cenlures of the Parliament 
and Convocation, 

3. Is it not as plain, That by the Avowed Principles of thoſe Men, not on- 
ly all the, D ſſenters in England and Jreland, are Unchriſt'ned; but all the Fo- 
reign Pret et ant Churches, with the Church of Scotland into the Bargain, are 
Unchurch'd; and that they have undermin'd the latter, contrary to a Solemn 
Treaty, by their Toleration and Patronage Acts, in order finally to deſtroy: 
Her, and m+ke Her a facrifics to Eraltian Prelacy, Will Worihip, Jacobitiſm 
and Flagrant Immorality. 

4. Then as to our Trade, which was the principal Buit to mike us ſwallow 
the Treaty; is it not pliin from the multitude of Addreſſes daily offered to. 
the Parliament of Great Britain, that our Commerce is likeways lacrificed to 
the Intereſt of Fance, and is not Scotland nutwithſtanding the Peace, 
which ought to leſſen our Expences, made iubject to a new and ruinous Tax 
upon Malt, tho' ſome of our worthy Members argued as well as Men could 
do againſt it, This is ſo plain an Indication of the Hatred,the Managers have 
to our Country, as ſufficiently juſtifies the noble Effort of our Scors Lords, and 
Commons to acquaint her Majeſty, that they will move for a Bill to diſſolve 
the Union; which we have found by fad Experience to have been managed 
to our Ruine, inſtead of our e and are like to find it more ſo, if 

ever 
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ever the Duty on Salt be levied, which is now to commence in a little Time. 
haus dir, | have given you my Reglons, why 1 cannot join is a Tbankf- 
giving for the Peace, as being juſt and honourable, according as we are enjoy» 
ned by the Proclamation to do. 
come in the next place to conſider your Reaſons for the contrary Pra, 


Gice. And, | 
1. That we are enjoyned to it by the Civil Authority, which as you juſtly ob- 


ſerve, is owned by the Church of Scor/and, to have a Power of appointing 


T hankſgivings and Faſts, on proper Occaſions, 
But then, you muſt own, That according to our Conſtitution, the Church 


ought to be conſulted in thoſe Matters; eſpecially when Religion is cancer- 
ned, as it certainly is, in the preſent Cale, You know as well as I, That had 


the Repreſentative of the Church of Scotland been conſulted in this Matter, 


they would naturally have objected. 1. That as they were never acquainted 


with the Negotiations and Terms of the Peace, they could not proſtitute ſo 


folemn an Ordinance, as that of giving publick Thanks to GOD, in their 
Congregations, by implicit Faith; this being no part of the Reaſonable Ser— 
vice, Which the Goſpel Inſtitution demands from a Chriftian Church. 

2. They would probably bave enquired into molt of the things hinted at a- 
bove, that preceeded, accompanied and followed the Treaty, and which had 
come to their Knowledge by the ordinary Courle of Intelligence, tho' not by 


Order ofthe Government. 


3. That they would have deſired Time to conſider, whether the giving of | 


publick Thanks, for a Peace fo circumſtantiated, was not a manifeſt mocking 
of GOD, to whom they had ſo frequently returned Thanks by Authority, 


for the Succeſs of the Confederate Arms, which put us and our Allies in a 


fair Way of obtaining thoſe things, which we pray eu for, and that ſeem now 
in a great Meaſure to be given up, by the preſent Treaty, to the common 


Enemy, againſt whom we both fought and prayed. 
4. That they would have ſeriouſly conſidered, Whether they cculd offer 


Thanks to GOD, for a Treaty, that inveſts the common Perſecuter of the 
Reformation, with a greater Power than ever, to deſtroy Liberty and Reli- 


ion, Which are the greateſt Bleſlings we can receive, in Order to make us 


= y, in this World and that to come. It muſt needs be very ſtrange in us, 
to thank GOD for ſuch a peace, as exalts the French King, after we have pray'd 
long, and that too, by the Concurrence of the Civil Authority, That GOD 
would humble him, and reduce his exorbitant Fuwer, 

5- They would probably have defired Time to examine, whether the pre- 
fentTreaty was not carried on, as the other Alliesaliedge,by Fraud and Force, 
in manifeſt Violation of the Publick Faith,which was plighted to them by ſo · 


ftmn Treaties, and Promiſes from the Throne, and by the Concurrence 


of Parliament. 
(.. They 


% 
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6. They might have reaſonably objected, That it would be vgry hard te 
impoſe ſuch a thing upon the Church of Scotland, when they knew, that the 


Treaty, as above circumſtantiate, was difl:ked by all their Proteſtant Brethrea 


abroad, and by the great eſt and ſincereſt Body of Proteſtants at home, 


7. Is it not plain, That this Matter ought to be thoras ly canvaſſed, before 
we preſume, to joyn in a Thankſpiving for a Peace, in Oppoſition to 2 


all the Proteſtants of Germany, and particularly the Illuſt rious Family o 
Hanover, upon whom the Entail of our Crown is ſettled, are reſolved to 
venture their Lives and Fo tunes. Should we by our Practice condemn them 
as Fools, and wreath the Yoke about their Necks without firſt hearing what 
they can ſay for themſelves ? 

8. You muſt alſo allow me to ſay, That ſince the General Aﬀembly of our 
Church declined giving Thanks to the Queen for the Peace, which I ſappoſe 
proceeded from lome of theſe Reaſons; it would look very undutifel, or at 


leaſt diſreſpectful in her particular Sons, to joyn in a publick Thankſgiving 


Q GO D, for what their common Mother did not think fit to thank the 
ueen. 


Vour ſecond Reaſon is, That a 1 Thanklgiving was oblerved, ſor the 4 
3 


Peace of Keſwick, Which you think, was werſe than that obtained by the pre- 


ſent Treaty. 
But the Anſwer is ready, t. That GOD did not then give the like Sus- 


ceſs to the Contederate Arms, as he did by the laſt War. 

2. That if giving publick Thanks was a fault then, it will not juſtifie the 
Commiſlion of another now. | | 

3. Tnat it is certain, the Houſe of Bowrhor was not left in poſſeſſion of ſuch 
an exorbitant Power by that Treaty as by this, nor were we then in ſuch 
Danger, by the Pretender as at pretent; the Inſolence and Power of his 
Faction, being much encrealed {irc that Time, and his Claim not in the 
teaſt countenanced by thole who were then inthe Adminiſtration. 

4. There was no ſuch Opportunity then as now for his Friends to be 
brought, or get into Parliaments, of which we had then two ſeparate ones 
to oppoſe him: Wherezs now we have but one, and that very eddly con- 
ſtitated, as is but too well known and felt by the whole if} ind. 

There was no ſuch well founded Complaint of the Breach of Publick 
Faith on our part in that Treaty as in this, nor was it carried on by thoſe 
whom we had any Reaſon to ſuſpect to be Enemies to the common Liber- 
ties of Europe, to the Proteſtant Religion and Succeſtion, to the Eſtabliſh» 
ment of the Church of Scerland, to the Toleration in England, or to the 
Civil Liberties ot the Brit Dominions. | | 

6. It cannot be ſaid as has been mentioned already; that the Honour of 
the Britiſb Cxown as Guarantee of the Edict of Nantes was neglected to be 


affurted at that Treaty; nor was our ns under ſach a neceſſity now 
2 as 


. TORR 
as then to put an end to the War, before the juſt Ends of it were obtafn- 
ed: For no Man alive can ſay, but under the late Miniſtry the Subjects 
of Great Britain did chearfully Venture their Lives and Fortunes for ob- 
taining a juſt, ſafe, Honourable and laſting Peace, which we had a fair 
Proſpect of commanding; But who raiſed the Tempeſt that drove the 
Ship from the Harbour as ſhe was ready to drop Anchor, is too well 
known, to be repeated: Yet this may be aid, that the moſt inveterate Ma- 
hce can't charge it upon the Bulk ot the People of Great Britain, ſo that 
the Blame muſt ly ſome where elſe, which GOD in His due Time wil 
find ou!, and avenge. | | 

Your third Reaſon is, That the Dutch have obſerved a Thankſgivin 
for the Peace, and that no Body will doubt their Governours to be Good 
Proteſtants, as well as good Patriots. | 

To this | Anſwer, 1. That no Humane practice is to be our Rule. 

2. That their Circumſtances and outs are not alike, for they were forc- 
ed to it by our Uſurping and imperious Faction, who have forced that 
Treaty both upon the Dutch and us, and concluded it without previouſly 
yung the Articles before the Parliament, tho' you know the contrary 
was lelemaly promis'd. 
3. The Dutch being thus forced to comply, may juſtly according to their 
ewn Proverb, Thank GOD when their Leg is broken, th at tis not their 
Neck. And tho' *tis true that we ought in the ſame manner, to thank 
GOD with reſpe& to our ſelves; yet it will not follow that we can Law- 
fully thank GOD in the Terms of the Proclamation for a juſt and . honour- 
able Peace, when we have ſo much cauſe to think it is neither, 

Your fourth Reaſon is, that the Proclamation threatnes ſuch puniſhment - 
as Her Majeſty can juſtly Infli upon all ſuch as ſhall Contemn, or Ne: 
glect the Obſervation of the Thankſgiving. | | 
Io which I Anſwer, 1, That no Penalties can be adduced for an Argu- 
ment, where the Queſtion is about the Morality of the practice in Debate, 
2. By what Statute or Common Law in Scetland, can puniſhment be ia flict- 
ed upon the Miniſters of this Church for not obſerving a * 
appointed by Proclamation. 3. Where there is no puniſhment to compell, 
what ſhould induge us to a Voluntary Odedience to this Proclamation, 
where the Grounds therein given, will not warrant the Practice enjoined 
as has been already proved, and wherein the manner of the Impoſition is 
not io agreeable to our Conſtitution, according to which our General Aſ- 
ſembly, or her Commiſlion is her Majeſty's great Council for Affairs that are 
Eccleſiaſtical in their Nature. | 

You know that, in all the (truggles, which our Nation has had with the 
Court ſince the Reformation about Religious Aﬀairs, we ever pleaded that 

nothing ought to be impoſed upon our Church, without being previouſly 
conlidereg 


. 
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confidered and determined by a General Aſſembly freely choſen, and left tes 
Act with full liberty. So that according to this Principle which is certainly 
agreeable to thatLiberty,with which our Saviour has made all his Diſciples free: 
] cannat ſee, that the Miniſters of thisChurch,are any more obliged toobſerve a a 
publick Thankſgiving in a contraverted caſe, without the previous Adviceand 
apnointmentofa G-neral Afſ-mbly, or their Commiſſion; than the civil Ma- 
giſt rates are obliged to obey any dubious Order of State that is not founded 
on an Act of Parliament, or iſſued by the Advice of ſome other Court that is, 
Authorized by the conſtitution to take cognizance of ſych matters. 

[ underſtand,that ſome Men think tocover themſelves, by purpoſely ablent 
ing from their Churches on that day, or by keeping it and ſaying nothing of 
of the Peace; but how unbecoming ſuck Diſſimulation with GOD and the 
Goveramentin a point of Solemn Worſhip, will be in a Miniſter of the Goſ- 

el; let any Man judge. If they think the Peace bad, it is their duty to ab- 
ſtain from every thing that ſeems to approve it; and in my opinion,” their 
very Aſſembling of the People on that Day, according to a Proclamation 
Read for that end, maſt in all Reafonable Conſtruction be taken for an Ap- 

robation of the Peace, except they Preach againſt it, and this would be 

y their Words to contradict their practice, beſides I humbly conceive,it would® 
be as great a Failure in point of prudence and common Tuſtice, as in 
point of ſincerity, For tho' our MiniſtersPreach by Divine Authority, yet ſince 
they are empowered to do it in our ftated and national manner by one that- 
is humane, from which they have Protection and Maintainance, they ought: 
to be as Caunious in condemning, as in approving Publick Tranſactions from 
the Pulpit, in a contraverted caſe like this; till the matter has been regularly 
conſidered and determined in the General Aſſembly, or their Commiſſion. 

Thus Sir, Ihave delivered my thoughts to you, with that freedom and 

laineſs as becomes an honeſt Son of the Church of Scotland, when he takes 
the matters of GOD to be concerned; for in that cale we are to call none 
Maſter, but himſelf. However I hope, there will be care taken on both ſides, that 
difference of Sentiments in thoſe things may occaſion no breach of Chriſtian 
Charity or Communion. I hope particularly, that you will not cenſure me 
nor thoſe of my Principles, for not joining in a Publick Thankſgiving, againſt: 
which we have ſo many plain, and as we think,unan{weratgeOvdjeRions, If, you 
and your Friends have better Reaſons for the contrary, you would do well to 
impirt them for the ſatisfaction of thePublick,otherwile I am afraid that theA- 
verſion which many goodPeople in this Nation have to you and them for taking 
the Oath of Abjuration, will every day grow more,in fteadof growing leſs For 
they obſerve with too much Juſtice, that no body in this Nation rejoices in 
the Peace as now concluded, but Papiſts and J-cobites, whoſe cauſes of joy are 
always caules of ſorrow to us. And thol am of opinion, that we are with Job 
; TY 


to expreſs a thankful Submiſſion ro GOD in thoſe Diſpenſations of providenee; 


which are afflicting, having a View to hisSovereignty in doing what frems good 
to himſelf, and to his excellent Mercy in W all things tor the good of his 
People, yet ſince he has appointed Solemn Thankſgivings for publick Bl: flings, 
and Faſts, upon the Account of our Sins and Judgements; to ublerve 
Thankſgivings for the Latter, and Faſts on account of the former would be 
to thwart the Nature and Euds of thoſe Inſtitutions. 

I fhall conclude with my earneſt advice and requeſt to thoſe Miniflers 
who are againft theOath, and obſerving the I hankſgivingDay,that they would 
not Act (co much below the dignity of their Character, as to countenarice the 
Separation of Parochiners from their Miniſters on either of theſe accounts, 
ſince according to all the Rules of the Goſpel and common Order, cauſes of Se- 
— be ſuch as the Scripures determine on that head, and when tis 
controverted and dubious in its own nature, puts a ſtop to private Judgement, 
untill it is determined by the Judicatories of the Church; thole who A&R 


otherwiſe ought to be put in mind of what theApoſile lays: If any Man be Con- 


tentious, we have no {ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. Which 
I hope you will allow Me to ſay does very plainly imply, that thoſe who are 
ſo apt to ſeparate from, and to Unchurch others upon ſuch Slender accounts, are 
in very greatDanger ofUnchurching themſelves. We have had a great deal too 
much of this already, and ſince our common Enemy waits for our halting, and 
lays hold of every opportunity to divide in order to deſtroy us, we ought te 
take care not to be made the unhappy Tools of doing their Work for them. 

GOD ſeems in an eminent manner to have been preſent with our General 
Aſſemblies, in directing them to healing methods and councils at this pre- 
ſent Juncture. Let not then any Presbyterian be found guilty of dilobeyin 
their orders at a time when their Authority is ſo much Irampied upon, —_ 
when the common Enemy deſpiſe her ſo much, that they ſend out ſuch lictle 
Foxes as Duckat, &c. As thinking them ſtrong enough to break down the 
Walls of her Diſcipline and Government. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


F it is offered as an Argument, for the Obſervation-of this Thankſgiving, 
That Peace is a good thing, and that every Battle of the Warrior is with 
confuſed Noiſe, and Garments rolled in Blood; and that therefore we 
fhould thank GOD for obtaining the one, and being delivered from the other. 
It's eaſily anſwered, That if the War was juft and neceſſary, as the Mini- 
ſters of this Church have owned in all their folemn Faſis and Thankſgivin 85 
fince theCommencement of it, then the Continuance of it was juſt and neceffa- 
2y too: Till we ſhould attain the Ends, for which it was made; eſpecially 

When 
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when Providence bleffing our Arms with fo much Succefs, gave us ſo fair 4 
Proſpect of ending gloriouſly, what we warrantably undertook: And te 
bleſs GOD in a ſolemn Way, for what appears to us to be the Sin of our Go- 
vernors, and a Judgment on our People, is to overturn the Ends of thzt ſolemn 

Appointment: And it ought ſtill ro be remembred, That it is not Peace in 

the general Nea of it; but this Peace, as ſafe and honourable, for which we 
are commanded by the Magiſtrate, to obſerve a Thankſgiving. 

If it is alledged, Tnat this Peace might have been worſe, and that it is not 
ſo, is Ground of Thankſgiving: This wou] juſtifie a ThankFiving for any 
Event whatſomever, that can fall out unto Men in the Land of the Living; 
ſince it is of the Mercy of GOD they are not conlumed ; yet it muſt be own- 
ed, that there are many Events, for which a ſolemn Thankſgiving would be 
a Profanation of that ſacred Ordinance, which as it is appointed of. 30 D, 
ſo is appointed for its own proper Seaſon, and therein muſt be obſerved ; and 
if one falling from a Precipice, ſhould be commanded by them, wbo tumbled 
him down, to oblerve a Thankſgiving, for what had befallen him: He 
had, l own Reaſon to bleſs GOD, for having only broken his Leg, when his 
Neck was in Danger: Yet to cauſe him obſerve a Thankſgiving, not for the 
Eſcape he made, but for the Fall he received, would be tyrannical on their. 
Part, who impoled it; and the Sin and Folly of him, who ſhould obey it. 
I muſt ſay, That its neither agreable to the Duty, nor conducive to the 
Reputation of a People to cauſe them obſerve Solemn Thankſgivings, for the 
ſeveral Steps, that are made to their Ruine, and fo obtain the ſolemn Con- 
fent of the Sufferers to them, till the finiſhing Stroke comes, by which their 
moſt valuable Intereſts are cut off, 

It will perhaps be ſaid, That there are good things in the Articles of 
Peace, and that theſe claim. the Duty of Thankſgiving, for them: To 
which it is anſwered, That it is not for theſe good Things we are called to 
Thankſgiving,but for thePeace it ſelf; and how far this in theSubſtance & Tem. 
dency thereof, amounts to a ſolemn Ground of Thankſgiving, may be judged 

what is (aid before on this Head Benhadad made it a part of the Trea- 
tv betwixt him and the King of Iſrael, That the Cities, which his Father took. 

2m his ſhould be re ſtored to him; and that the King of lirael. ſhould make Streets, 
for himſelf in Damaſcus, 4 Benhadad's Father had made for himſelf in Sama» 
riah , which are Articles full as ample as theſe, that concern the giving up 
of Dunkirk to be demoliſhed &c. Yet what a miſchievous Peace this was, 
may be judged by the Sentence pronounced thereupon by the LORD, bear-. 


ing Extinction to the King of Vrael and his People, 1 Xing. 20. 42. 


| J 

It miy perhaps be objected by me abainſt my Reſolution not to join 
in this Tnankſgiving 3 That the Church ſeems thereby to Claim a Power of 
Determining in the Face of the Government, and Conſtituting themſelves 
* in theſe publjck TranſaRtions, the Springs whereof are readily un- 

nown to them: But this Objection will be found to bear no weight, 
when its conſidered, that the Church being a Society of Rational Crea- 
tures, muſt be allowed the Judgment of Diicretion, and as Chriſtians, muſt 
have a Judgment about Grounds of Duty in Religious Worſhip, without 
Which they can never perforin it in Faith, and when they do not interfeir 
with the Civil Government, by :Juming to themſelves any civil Authority, 
or putting a ſtop to the Mealures taken by the State in their Affairs. It's hard 
in it ſelf, and no ways agreeable to the Conttitution of this Church to re- 
quire an implicit Obedience from them to the Atts of State for pub- 
lick Worſhip, and to Strip them of their Natural and Religious Liberty at 
once: In reſpe& whereof, they wiy and ought to Judge whether the ſaid 


Practice enjoined be fin or Duty, And tho” the ſprings of publick Tranfe 


actions are often what they cannot penetrate into, yet when the Grounds 
given for the Practice enſoined, the only thing they have accels to judge of, 
appear too plain to them to be what cannot warrant the Practice enjoined : 
It might be expected, that they thould be ſpared in this Matter, as they 
were in that of the Union, ( for which no Thankſgiving was appointed 


to be obſerved by th's church) Or if we are not altogether exempted from 


it, that at leaſt the [mpoſition ſhould be delayed, till the Articles of Peace 
are ſet in clearer Light, by giving us a fuller Account of them; and if theſe 
do not ſatisfie, Why may it not be forborn till the Springs of that Tranſ— 
action may be laid open, by which at ance the Peace may appear a Ground 


of Thankſgiving, and our Duty with reſpect to the Oblervarice cleared up 


to the ſatisfaction of our Conſciences? This methinks would bear a far great- 
er Appeirance of Juſtice and Reaſon, than to uſe the Miniſters and Peo- 

le of this Church as the Wheels of a Mach ne, which muſt move even in- 
Religious Matters and ſolemn pieces of Worſhip, whitherſoever they are 
driven, without allowing them that Exerciſe of Thought, which is abſolutely 
neceſſary for the due performance of Religious Worſhip. 

To Conclude then when we ſ:riouſly conſider the Articles of Peace, as 
far as they are known to us; the Methods by which the Peace was carried 
on; The Perſon with whom its made without a Guarantee; the Time 
when it was made, when GOD ſeemed to deliver our Enemie unto out 
Hands: The danger in which the German Empire, and our Protestant 
Succeſſiour are lefi ; and by conſequence our own Religion andLibertie,witt 
the common latereſts of Europe, with what is above repreſented ; f 
muſt needs be very ſtuaning to all Spectators, and to future Genera 
tions who ſhall read it in Hiſtory, that the Church of Scotland has giver 


the molt ſolemn Approbation to that Deed, that they were capable to give 
or the Nafure of the thing can receive. > hes 
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